Hair cell distributions in the normal human cochlea. A report of a European working group.
Cochlear hair cell counts from individuals who had clinically normal hearing prior to their death have been plotted for various age bands as a function of the number of hair cells per millimetre against their position in the cochlea. Position has been expressed as the distance of that observation of hair cell density from the base of the cochlea, divided by the total length of the cochlea, thereby giving a proportional representation of the cochlea in the range of 0.0 to 1.0 with 20 subdivisions of 0.05. There is an age-related decrease in the number of hair cells in the normal population, and this is more marked for the outer hair cells.